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Loans for Targeted Underserved
Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to
begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for
operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan
programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of
targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members
have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because
of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his
or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are
women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
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Paul Hanson-Commodity FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility
Lynn Stoltenburg-Price Support requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.
Owen Fagerhaug: Conservation
LaDonna Hupp-Farm Loan

Producers are Encouraged to Report
: . Prevented Planting and Failed Acres
To find contact information for
your local office go to

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report
www.fsa.usda.gov/sd

prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish or retain
FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Sidebar Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but
due to natural disaster, were prevented from planting. Prevented
planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by
crop.

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage
within the 15 calendar days following the final planting date, a late-
filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster
condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A
measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-
576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or
loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the
date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can
be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers
who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the
CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within
the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), producers must file a Notice of Loss
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for
failed acres on all crops including grasses.
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USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enroliment

One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Earm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications for
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause allowed
USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by the 2014
Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that landowners with
the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended competition with new and
beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7 million acres.

2018 Signup for CRP

For this year's signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of

practices.

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It will
not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.

USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.

CRP Grasslands

Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP
grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply using
the new ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the options

About CRP

In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC), provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Landowners
enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who remove sensitive
lands from production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.

The new changes to CRP do not impact the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a related
program offered by CCC and state partners.

Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP grasslands should contact their
USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More information
on CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to Sept.
30, 2018 must file:

+ A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 2018
* An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

« ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
« ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
» ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda gov/factsheets.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

Footer

https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/1536279/editor frame 7/16/2018



